
The Current Situation...

YOUTH Justice Hero!
From Legislator to How youth 

automatically end up 
in the adult criminal 
justice system and 
how to change it.

When a law enforcement 
officer arrests a youth (age 
14-17) accused of any one of 33 
crimes, they are automatically 

charged as an adult.

Youth̒s cases spend an average of

in the adult system.

Although the youth has only been 
accused of the crime, they must 
request a hearing for a judge to 
determine if they are suitable for 
treatment in the juvenile system.

What happens to youth automatically charged as adults?

Youth in the adult system are

Guilty 
finding

Almost 60% of all youth charged as 
adults have their cases dismissed or sent 

to juvenile court.

Juvenile
court or

dismissed

more likely to reoffend than 
a youth in the juvenile 

system.

34%

Most youth charged with the top 
offenses have their cases dismissed or 

sent to juvenile court:

please!

Sources: Data Resource Guide, Fiscal Year 2015 & Youth Charged as Adults - Overview of Available Data, 2015 and 2016. Reports by: 
The  Maryland Department of Juvenile Services

41%

59%

Automatically charging a youth as an adult 
produces an adult criminal record.

82 days

Armed Robbery

Assault - 1st Degree

Handgun Offense

58%

68%

71%

Firearm Offense58%



What the bill does:

The Solution...

If necessary, a state s̒ attorney 
may ask a judge to review a 
youth̒s case to move it from the 

juvenile to the adult system.

It promotes public safety by providing the 
treatment that youth need.

It holds kids accountable in a 
timely fashion.

To move a youth̒s case to the adult system...

A prosecutor must prove the youth is a risk to public 
safety and cannot be  rehabilitated in the juvenile system

The judge must assume the child committed the alleged crime

Youth accused of the most common offenses, including armed robbery, possession of a gun and 
assault, will start their case in the juvenile justice system. 

It allows youth to become 
productive citizens by eliminating 
the barriers theyʻd face with an 

adult criminal record.
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Who are the youth?

Age

17 year olds

16 year olds

15 year olds

14 year olds

55%

40%

2%

1%

Gender

Male Female

1%

Race
African-
American

White

Other83%

16%

Armed 
Robbery

Assault 
1st Degree

Handgun/
Firearm

38%

20%

92% 8%

21%

For more information, visit: www.cliayouth.org/JustKidsMD

Almost 80% of youth charged as adults 
are accused of these offenses:
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